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Sample answers

Question one requires the writer to explain a problem. The wording of the question includes and highlights
the word another; therefore the candidate should introduce a problem different to the problem in the reading.

There are two ways to explain the problem. First, the candidate may wish to give a definition, then some
causes, and finally a solution to the problem. If the example was global warming, then the candidate can
briefly explain that global warming is caused by the release of CO, and methane. Then, they can explain how
humans create global warming by burning coal and driving cars. Finally, they may then wish to propose a

solution of solar power or electric cars.

Alternatively, the candidate may wish to focus on three similar points. If the example was global warming,
the writer should explain what global warming is. Then, the candidate could either describe three causes (cars,
burning coals and oil for electricity, deforestation) or three effects (hotter temperatures, rising sea levels,
stronger typhoons).



Many students wrote about power harassment. A basic answer, such as the one below, would score averagely:

Another social issue that I am worried about is power harassment. This is when an older person treats a
younger person badly at work. For example, the older person forces the younger person to work later than
other people, gives them a lot of complaints, or says rude words to them. A results of power harassment is
that people cannot work properly. Also, they may feel a lot of stress and get sick. Finally, they may quit their
job. To avoid power harassment, companies must give all staff training to understand and avoid power

harassment.

To improve their score, the candidate can do some of the following things:

© Use a topic sentence that does not copy the exact wording from the question.

©) Uses more specific vocabulary.

(3)+(3) Connect ideas together

@ Uses more challenging constructs, such a correlative conjunctions and different tenses and aspects.
) Attempt to use modal verbs.

6 Include a wrap up or conclusion.

(1) Power harassment is a social issue that companies and governments (5) must stop. Power harassment (2)
occurs when a (2) senior worker mistreats a junior worker in a company. It can include the (2) senior worker
forcing the younger person to work (2) unreasonable hours, (2)criticizing them unfairly, using negative
language when talking to them, or not helping the junior worker when they need help. Recently, (3) there
have been (4) many stories about power harassment on the TV news and on social media. I have (4) picked
up some of the negative effects that (3) were reported. Not only does power harassment stop people from
working properly but (4) also leads to stress and even sickness. In the worst cases, some people might (5)
quit their job. It is possible to avoid power harassment by teaching workers about it, making strong laws, and
having good leadership. (6) I have explained what power harassment is, some of its effects, and what to do
about it. Let’s work together to have a comfortable workplace!!

Question two asked the candidate to explain their experience not their opinion. Many people mistakenly
wrote about what they thought constituted bad manners rather than describing their experiences. The key to

writing a good paragraph like this is to give plenty of details before, during, and after the event.

The following would score averagely:

I would like to tell you about a day when I suffered from somebody else’s bad manners. To study for a test, I
went to the library. The library is a quiet place, so I can study well there. I arrived at the library early. A person
next to my desk was eating snacks! They were smelly.  So, I did not study well. They ate for a long time, so
I lost my concentration. Worse, their friend came and they chatted. I was angry. The library is not a place to
eat and chat. I could not study. So I went home. This was the day I suffered from somebody else’s bad manners.

To improve their score, the candidate can do some of the following things:

(1) Use a topic sentence that does not copy the exact wording from the question.
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Emphasize their feelings by using adverbs.
Emphasize their feelings by using a range of adjectives.
Use a range of connectors and transition words.

Create more complex sentences by using conjunctions.

@OE®E

Create a unique connection between the candidate and the reader by giving specific and/or personal details.

(D) Let me tell you about the time I got (2) really angry at someone else’s (3) terrible behavior. (4) As you
know, studying hard to get a good entrance exam score is (2) extremely (3) important in Japan. (4) Of course,
I want to do well in the tests(6), (5) so I study hard every day. Three days before the university entrance tests,
I went to the library. The library should be a quiet place so you should be able to concentrate and study very
well there. To maximize my study time, I arrived at the library at exactly (6) 9:00 AM (5) and chose my (6)
favorite table. (4) However, after studying for about one hour, another student at the next table started to eat
snacks (2) nosily. (4) Moreover, the snacks were very (2) smelly, so I couldn’t concentrate. I was (3) furious
but I thought the person would leave at lunch time. Unfortunately, they did not leave; instead, their friend
joined them and they started chatting. I realized I could not study properly, so I went home early. Because of
somebody else’s bad manners, I wasted the day. I hope I do not (6) fail the test because of them.

There are also some general errors and weaknesses that caused problems for students.

1. Verbs of communication. Candidates mostly used the word “say”” when a range of more precise
verbs, such as “tell”, “complain”, “ask”, “warn”, “advise”, were needed. This is not only related to
style but can also be ungrammatical, such as in cases involving information exchange: “I said him
to be quiet.”

2. Adjectives of feeling. Candidates did not expand on “feel bad” but a range of words, such as
“shock”, “surprise”, “angry”, “frustrated”, “furious”, could have been used.

3. Many candidates used the simple present or the simple past but very few attempted to use any
other tenses.

4. There were many subject—verb agreement mistakes, such as “they was” “he play” These simple
mistakes create a bad impression.

5. Formatting. A paragraph is a continuous piece of text about a single topic. Many students wrote
separate sections for introductory and concluding sentences on separate lines. This is not necessary.
Moreover, some candidates wrote one sentence per line. This is also a mistake.

6. Many candidates provided overly formulaic responses of the structure: (Drestating the question as
a topic sentence, (2) writing “I have two reasons to support my opinion”, (3) First, ..., (%)

Second ... ,and (5) concluding with “For these reasons I think ...”.



