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Sample answers

Topic 1: Which do you think is better, eating out in a restaurant, cooking at home, or buying a ready-
made meal from the convenience store? Please describe in detail why you think so.

Restaurant, convenience store, and home-made meals are all delicious, but home cooking is
the best. First, homemade food is cheap. A ready-made meal costs 500 yen, but I can cook curry rice
for 4 people for 500 yen. Also, cooking at home is healthier. I can add vegetables and meat and
reduce oil and salt to match my needs, I cannot do this in a restaurant. Most importantly, home
cooking provides wonderful memories. Yesterday, I made okonomiyaki (Japanese style pancakes)
with my sisters. We had a great time listening to music by SixTones and JO1, chopping vegetables,
and choosing our favorite ingredients. For these reasons, I cook at home whenever possible.

Topic 2: What is one book, comic book, movie, or game that you would recommend to a friend? Please
describe in detail why it is so special to you?

I would recommend a manga called “The Flying Witch” by Chihiro Ishizuka. First, I would
recommend it because I read manga to relax, and this manga is light hearted. My favorite character
is Akane, a very powerful witch. She is independent and carefree (but also careless); she goes
wherever she wants without telling anyone!! I hope I can be as relaxed as her. Also, the manga has
many imaginative magical creatures, like Hamabe a ‘beach rabbit’ who plays games, like arm-
wrestling, with the witches. These creatures help me forget about school and homework. I often
read this manga after my bath and enjoy imagining daily life in Northern Japan with the friendly
witches from this manga.

Comments

First, many of the paragraphs we read were well written with appropriate grammar and
vocabulary, which is very pleasing. One hint I would add for students wishing to write better
paragraphs in the future is to remember to add details and specific information. You can see in
paragraph one we explained “healthier” as more vegetables and meat and less oil and salt, gave a
specific value (500 yen) for the cost of a meal, and gave specific examples of our favorite music. This
is the same in the second paragraph where we describe our favorite characters in as much detail as
possible.

[ would also recommend that test takers read the questions carefully. For the second question,
many students had prepared to write a “compare and contrast” paragraph, but the question asks for
a description of ONE item not a comparison of genres. Test takers need to be ready to adapt their
writing to the question.



